	Activity
	Risk/Hazard
	Who To
	Consequence
	Qualifications,

Procedures, Standards
	Safeguards

Precautions
	Action

	CLIMBING WALL
	Overestimate of ability
	Instructor
	
	Instructor to have appropriate and current authorisation and SPA certification.
	Familiarisation with site Standard Operating Procedures.

Safety briefing of behaviour, climbing communication protocol  prior to climbing.
	

	
	Falling from height
	Participant
	Serious injury
	
	Instructor to identify phobias, illnesses, injuries, and ability and make an assessment as to suitability for participation.
	

	
	Failing holds
	
	Serious injury
	
	Condition of holds to be checked regularly. Re-secure or remove
	

	
	Group Control
	
	Serious injury
	
	Only roped climbing allowed on wall.

Spectators and their access to be supervised.
	

	
	Muscle/joint injuries
	participant
	Minor injury
	
	Use appropriate climbing specific warm-up activities

Good coaching of climbing principles..

Recognition of over-use injuries, session managed with rests and recovery time.
	

	
	Equipment failure
	All
	
	
	All equipment to be checked prior to use.  Usage records consulted. Any equipment found to be damaged or suspect (origin or previous usage), to be withdrawn, until either repaired or replaced

All equipment to correspond to relevant specifications (UIAA or CE)

Correct storage, regular checking / replacement (as per replacement schedule) / maintenance of equipment
	Withdrawn equipment to be suitably marked and withdrawn from climbing store

Keep usage records



	
	Ill-fitting equipment
	All Participants
	
	
	All participants to have their harness and other personal protective equipment checked, by an instructor, prior to ascending the wall.
	

	
	Falling from height
	Participant
	Serious injury
	
	Instructor to identify phobias, illnesses, injuries, and ability and make an assessment as to suitability for participation.
	

	
	Hitting Head
	All – including spectators
	Death
	
	All participants and staff must wear an appropriate helmet, whilst ascending the wall
	Close staff supervision and reinforcement throughout session

	
	Falling objects
	Participants


	Head injury
	
	Helmet worn. Climbers to remove items from pockets.

Observers on balconies to be briefed
	

	
	Falling from height
	All Participants
	Death, serious injury, sprains, fractures
	
	Participants to climb on wall, only when properly attached to a suitable belay system.
	Close staff supervision and reinforcement throughout session

	
	Watches, jewellery, piercings
	Participants
	Minor injury
	
	Watches, rings, earrings, belly button piercings to be removed or taped.


	

	
	Burns to hands
	All Participants
	Injury
	
	Participants to belay, only under staff supervision.  A failsafe system should be used, if there is any staff concern.

Only recognised belays systems to be used

Where participants are peer belaying, the use of ‘belay bags’ should be considered
	

	
	Extreme weather
	All
	
	
	If an electrical storm or other extreme conditions are expected, the session must not proceed

If extreme conditions manifest, during the session, the activity must be aborted and the group moved to a safe location
	Weather forecast obtained prior to commencing session

	
	Sunburn
	Instructor
	
	
	Hat/sun protection may be needed especially for instructors. Instructor to have rest period.
	Weather forecast obtained prior to commencing session

	
	Medical emergency
	All Participants
	
	First Aider present with at least First Response certification
	First aid kit to be available, at all times.

Participants personal medication to be available, at all times.

Location of  telephones to be known by activity leader or mobile phone (signal dependant) to be carried throughout session. PC forms accessible.
	


